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Recommended Annual Flowers 
for New York State 


R. E. LEE 


An annual is a plant that produces a good display of flowers in one growing 
season, then dies in the fall because it has completed its life cycle or because it 
is killed by frost. Some plants (geraniums, Iceland poppies, mealy-cup sage), 
which may be perennial in habit in warmer areas, are treated as annuals in this 
climate. 

Annuals are popular because they are versatile in use, are colorful, produce 
quick results, and are relatively inexpensive. They can be planted among young 
perennials to provide color until the permanent plants fill in the area. Most 
annuals have shallow root systems, and are adaptable to planting over spring- 
flowering bulbs such as tulips and narcissi. Dwarf types add summer color to 
rock gardens, or can be used as edging plants. Others are used in planters or 
window boxes. The majority are useful as bedding plants for mass effects. 
Only the more common annuals that are successful in New York State are cov- 
ered in the following checklist. 

In general, the best effect is created by massing the plants, setting them about 
one foot apart (the length of an average trowel). Small types such as sweet 
alyssum, lobelia, portulaca, dianthus, and alternanthera, however are usually 
more effective if planted six inches apart. Conversely, the annual bedding 
dahlias should be spaced at intervals of 14 feet. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Height 

The approximate height in average situations is given. A range as for 
Zinnia elegans (12” to 3’) indicates there are different strains, some dwarf such 
as the cupid types, and others such as the giant and dahlia flowered types that 
grow to three feet. 
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Botanical name 

The correct name is listed; a name in parenthesis is one under which the 
plant may be listed in some catalogs. The asterisk indicates the so-called hardy 
annuals, which often self-sow from one year to another, and may tolerate light 
frost. Seeds of hardy annuals may be sown in the garden in the fall or in the 
spring as soon as the ground can be worked. 


Color 
Only basic colors are listed. For instance, red often indicates a range from 
pink to rose, crimson or scarlet. The following is a key to color abbreviations. 


B-Blue L-Lavender R-Red 

Brn—Brown O-Orange V-Violet 
C-Crimson Pn-Pink W-White 
G-Green Pr—Purple Y-Yellow 


What to plant 

Practically all annuals will be more satisfactory and produce a quicker display 
of flowers if the plants are set in late May when there is no danger of frost. 
Plants may be purchased from greenhouses, nurseries, or garden centers, or seed 
may be started indoors by the gardener if he has facilities. Species such as 
ageratum, for which only plants are recommended, would have only a short 
flowering period at the end of the season if seed were sown directly out-of-doors, 
but plants will produce flowers during the entire growing season. 


Situation 
Tolerance (not necessity) of dry locations or of shaded areas is indicated. 
Sun identifies those that perform best in full sun light. 


Special uses 
Bed — useful in mass as bedding plants. 


Box — useful in planters or window boxes. 
Dried — material can be dried for use in winter arrangements. 


Edge — useful as an edging plant. 

Foliage — the plant is grown only for its foliage effect. Flowers are usually 
insignificant. 

RG — useful in rock garden. 

Screen — those vines that are dense and luxuriant enough in growth to produce 

a screening effect. 
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